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EX PARTE OR LATE FiLcu

OFFICE SECRETARY
Honorable Charles S. Robb IN REPLY REgET!:ETo: "

United States Senator 8010-MAG
1001 East Broad Street CN-9203350
Richmond, Virginia 23219 1800D4

Dear Senator Robb:

Thank you for your letter on behalf of Art Stamler regarding Station WAZT,
Winchester, Virginia, an independent low power television (IPTV} station, that
has been removed from its local cable television system. Mr. Stamler states
that the cable operator cites the recent cable television reregulation as the
basis of its action.

The Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992 (1992 Act)
provides mandatory carriage ("must-carry") rights for qualified local
cammercial broadcast television stations and defines the signals that must be
included on the basic service tier subject to rate regulation. The 1992 Act
gives the Commission 180 days (i.e., until April 3, 1993) to issue the
regulations to implement these provisions. However, until these new
regulations become effective, the carriage of local commercial broadcast
signals continues to be at the discretion of the cable operator since there are
no equivalent requirements in the Commission’s existing rules.

Specifically, the 1992 Act requires each cable operator to set aside a
specified number of channels, depending on its system’s channel capacity, for
the carriage of qualified local television stations. Such qualified signals
must be carried as part of the basic cable service available to all
subscribers. Under certain circumstances, IPTV stations, such as WAZT, will
qualify for must-carry status. In addition, for the purpose of regulation of
the basic service rate, the 1992 Act requires that the basic tier, at a
minimum, consist of all must-carry signals, any public, educational and
governmental access channels and any other broadcast television station
provided by the cable operator (with the exception of "superstations").

The Commission recently initiated proceedings to seek comment on the
implementation and clarification of provisions of the 1992 Act relating toL///
must-carry rights (Notice of Proposed Rule Making in MM Docket No. 92-259) "and
rate regulation (Notice of Proposed Rule Making in MM Docket No. 92-266) .

Mr. Stamler’s remarks will be placed in the official record of each of these
proceedings so that they will receive full consideration prior to any action we
take regarding implementation of these provisions of the 1992 Act.

Sincerely,
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ListABCDE —k/

Roy J. Stewart
Chief, Mass Media Bureau




bc: Secretary’s Office, Room 222, MM Docket No. 92-259 (2 copies)
MM Docket No. 92-266 (2 copies)
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December 10, 1992

Ms. Linda Townsend Solheim
Office of Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission P
1919 M Street, NW, Room 808 n
Washington, DC 20554-0002 _ P

Dear Ms. Solheim:

Enclosed is correspondence I have Treceived regardlng WAZT, a
low power television station licensed to Winchester, Vlrgznla.

In an effort to be of assistance, I am forwardlng thls
information to you for your review. This matter is of partlcular
interest to me and, accordingly, I would appreciate every«falr
and appropriate consideration of the enclosed letter.  If you
would, please .reply to my office at the address lndlcated above,
referenczng WAZT/Winchester, Virginia. b

Thank you in advance for your spec1al con51deratlon of the
enclosed letter. L

Sincerely,

Charles 'S. Robb
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TO:  yyatt Little

FROM: art stamler | . |

RE:  rable Re-Regulation Bill P -
DATE: 19/9/92 o

PAGES: 1

i . . ;
| REPLY TO:  gopger

1. WRZT (W2887) 1is a Low Power Television Station (LPTV)
licensed fo W1nchester Virnlnla.

2. Af an Independnt station, WAZT is the only 1ocal tv

| facility for Winchester, and programs local news, local
information, local cammercials,. local church nrooram< and
other material specif ically for the local marketplaqer

3. WAZT has been carried on Channel 51 on the Adelphia
Cable System whi€h serves the area in addltion ta cver -the= .
air on Cnhannel 28 UHF. Cable serves about 0% of the local
area. ' )

L. Rdelphia has REMOVED WAZT from 1%s Channel 51 cafziage
citing a provision in the cable re-regulation bill mandaLlno
that all local signals be carried on basit serv1ce,.wh1rh can
be interpreteda as Channels 2 through 13. Adelphia Cqble Says
it has nuo rpem en basic cable for WAZT and to continLe to
carry WAZT on Channel 51 would be in vielatien of tﬁe splrit
of the laws :

5. In spite of verbal and written reauests for COﬁLLﬂuatiOﬂ
0¥ WAZT on Adelphia by elected officials and meﬂber510| the .
. community, Adelphi@ refusesiino return WAZT to its systam.

6. The ceble biil will force WAZT to disconiinue ifé VETY
operation, and Winchester will lgse its only local TVTunléss
there 1s some interventicn ta couniermand this provisioen.
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